
Cut corners 

This phrase, “cut corners”, is used to describe the act of taking shortcuts or doing 

things in a less thorough or efficient manner in order to save money or time. It means 

doing something in the easiest or quickest way, but not necessarily the best way. It 

often implies laziness or a lack of attention to detail. 

 

Examples 

1. Imagine if your friend only studied the night before a test. We could say they "cut 

corners" in their study. 

2. If you quickly finish a group project and the result is not very good, your teacher 

might say you "cut corners". 

3. If you don't warm up before playing sports to save time, you are "cutting corners", 

which could lead to getting hurt and injuries. 

 

Where it comes from 

This phrase started a long time ago, in the 19th century. People used to "cut corners" 

when they were walking or running to get somewhere faster. Nowadays, we use it to 

talk about any situation where someone tries to save time or effort, but it might cause 

problems later. 

 

Why it's important 

The idiom "cut corners" is important in our daily lives because it reminds us not to 

rush things or do them in an easy way if it's not the best way. Whether in school, 

sports, or even with friends, it's better to take your time and do things properly. 

Remember, cutting corners might seem good at first, but it can lead to problems later 

on. So, don't cut corners in what you do. Always strive to do your best and do things 

the right way. 

 

 

 


