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An eye for an eye 

"An eye for an eye" means that when someone does something wrong, they should be punished in 

a way that matches the harm they caused. So, if they hurt you, the punishment should be similar. 

 

Examples 

1. Imagine if someone damages your things, such as a book, they should replace or fix it. This 

principle is like the saying "an eye for an eye." 

2. In sports, if a player fouls someone, they might get a penalty. This is like saying, " You hurt 

them, so you'll face a consequence too." This is "an eye for an eye" in action. 

3. At school, if a student cheats on a test and the teacher decides that a suitable punishment is a 

lower grade, that's an example of applying the "an eye for an eye" principle. 

 

Where it comes from 

This phrase is really old, from about 1750 BC, and found in ancient laws and the Bible. It's about 

making sure punishments are fair and match what was done wrong. This concept was adopted by 

various ancient cultures, including the Greeks and Romans, and it has influenced legal systems 

and cultures worldwide. 

 

Why it's important 

In our daily lives, "an eye for an eye" is important because it reminds us about fairness and 

justice. It teaches us that when something wrong happens, the punishment should fit the crime and 

be reasonable. It helps us handle conflicts fairly and encourages responsible actions. However, it's 

also a reminder that we should seek resolutions and not too much revenge. 

 

 

 


