
Chip off the old block 

The phrase "chip off the old block" is used to describe someone who is very similar to 

their parent or family member. This similarity could be in how they look, how they 

behave, or what they are good at. 

 

Examples 

1. If your friend excels in sports and his dad was also a great athlete, you might say, 

"He's a chip off the old block, just like his dad." 

2. If a classmate is skilled at public speaking and her mum is a well-known speaker, 

you could say, "She's a chip off the old block." 

3. Or if your teacher compliments your problem-solving skills and your mum 

happens to be a software engineer, they might say, "You're a chip off the old 

block." 

 

Where it comes from 

It's believed to have originated in the 19th century. The idea is like chipping a small 

piece from a larger block of wood. The small piece will look like the larger block. In 

the same way, children often look or act like their parents, so they are "chips off the 

old block". 

 

Why it's important 

"Chip off the old block" serves as a reminder that our identities are often shaped by 

those closest to us, especially our parents. This isn't a bad thing. It's a way to say 

that we often get our looks, our skills, and our behaviour from our parents. It's a way 

to remember where we come from and who has helped shape us. Embrace these 

characteristics with pride and continue to shape your own unique identity! 

 

 


